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Executive Summary

planning and practice in California. This white paper explores approaches to strengthen SALC in 

Main recommendations include the following: 

Opportunities for Improving Project-Level Evaluation of GHG Reductions 

Opportunities for Optimizing Program Design and Impact 

account when considering SALC applications. 

and award extra points to applications consistent with SCS maps, goals, and implementation 
strategies.

Opportunities for Achieving Complementary Goals of AHSC and SALC

development programs to provide guidance on program strategy and funding levels. Tie 

agricultural land preservation policies and/or application of agricultural land policies as part of 



Introduction

model than, say, changes to motor vehicle fuel formulations. Lastly, land use changes on agricultural 

and evaluating applications.



Recommendations
I.  Opportunities for Improving Project-Level Evaluation of GHG Reductions 

preservation will also result, as highlighted in the SALC program 
 

land uses come from many sources, including:

Emissions from initial construction activities

Emissions related to the use of water 

Emissions related to wastewater, solid waste, and recycling systems

 emissions, and does not currently 

easements are underestimated. 

 
A. Incorporating Upzoning



1 See: https://www.planning.org/policy/guides/adopted/smartgrowth.htm

In California, agricultural zoning typically restricts 

are typically at least six dwelling units per net acre. Thus 

 and 
other professional and environmental organizations. It 

land prices in California as well as desires for compact 

densities upwards in recent decades, especially near 

jurisdiction has already prepared a revised zoning proposal or land use plan for the site, the 

Recommendation #1: Incorporate the inevitable upzoning of farmland within GHG reduction 
calculations.

B. Incorporating Non-motor-vehicle Emissions



Recommendation #2: Include other GHG emissions from the CalEEMod model—especially 
building energy use—in addition to those related to vehicle-miles-traveled.

II.  Opportunities for Optimizing Program Design and Impact 

where to invest in conservation easements will also improve. Other strategies could also potentially 

A. Regional or Countywide Agricultural Preservation and Infill Development Policies

easement applications from such jurisdictions should receive preferential consideration within the 
SALC process. 

Recommendation #3: Take regional or local agricultural preservation and urban growth 
management policies into account when considering SALC applications. 

B. Coordination with Sustainable Community Strategies

In addition to funding conservation easements, the SALC Program provides farmland conservation 

 Municipal Planning Organizations develop 

For example, a potential SALC easement site that falls within an open space, recreation, agriculture, 

could receive extra points in application scoring.   A potential easement site that falls within 

2 See: 
3



receive extra points since a main purpose of SCSs is to steer 

grants that demonstrate how their investment can further SCS 

 
Recommendation #4: Take into account how well both 
easement and planning grant applications complement 
regional Sustainable Community Strategies (SCSs) or their 
rural equivalent when scoring applications, and award extra 
points to applications consistent with SCS maps, goals, and 
implementation strategies.

C. Matching Requirements

which land is expensive. Yet such fringe locations are often the most important places to preserve 

Recommendation #5: Reduce or eliminate the matching dollars required for SALC grants.

D. Geographic Distribution

such regions. 

Recommendation #6: Provide geographic diversity in funding, especially targeting easements 
and planning grants in key agricultural regions such as the San Joaquin Valley.

III. Opportunities for Achieving Complementary Goals of AHSC and SALC

application site is within a prime agricultural land area designated within the regional SCS and/

then give the application extra scoring points or preferential consideration.   



 to help 

Footprint potentially has great functionality, it is still relatively new, and will almost certainly 

savings.

receive additional scoring points for the following conditions:

rural/agricultural lands toward cities. 

4 See: 
 See: https://www.arcgis.com/features/



Recommendation #7: Undertake long-term scenario modeling of integrated farmland 
conservation and infill development programs to provide guidance on program strategy 
and funding levels. Tie evaluation of AHSC and SALC applications more closely to SCS 
implementation, and increase funding levels for both programs.

Recommendation #8: Incentivize agricultural preservation through AHSC program by awarding 
extra points to AHSC applications from regions with agricultural land preservation policies 
and/or application of agricultural land policies as part of the development (e.g. transfer of 
development rights).

Conclusion 
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